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Dear Friends,  

Despite the persistent heat of summer, the annual fall tradition of back to school 
has come around again. It feels like a second New Year, with new clothes, new 

books and maybe new friends.  

Amber was not looking forward to another school year filled with bullying 
because of her weight. She knew there would be no new clothes to show off to 

her classmates, no after school visits with friends at her home. Amber was living 
at a shelter with her mother where she had no space or possessions to call her 

own.  

But she was about to make some new friends, in fact, one very special friend 
who would give her a new start and a new life. Amber and her mother were 

invited to a back-to-school outreach by one of the workers at the mission where 
they were living. You can read about Amber receiving a PowerPack with school 

supplies along with new life in Christ at https://innercity.cru.org/blog/teen-
carries-new-backpack-and-fresh-faith/  

This is such a critical time for children and teens as they face the challenges of 
growing up in such turbulent times, even more so for children in the inner city 

dealing with violence, hunger, lack of school supplies.  

Please pray for the outreaches happening in cities across the country, providing 
PowerPacks — backpacks with school supplies and gospel literature — to kids 

and their families. Pray for the safety of the students and teachers and that the 
witness for Christ would be clear and strong in all the schools.  

Thank you, for the vital part you play in sharing hope and life with teens like 
Amber and their families.  

Michelle  

Michelle A. Melchor ♦ 1983 Laboon Cir. ♦ College Park, GA 30349 ♦ 
404.934.2646 ♦ Michelle.Melchor@cru.org 
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August Update 

 

Dear friends, 

It has been a busy month! We have seen many opportunities to witness God at work, and we 
are grateful for your continued support and prayers. 

We’d love to share a few highlights from the past month, along with some prayer requests for the 
weeks ahead. 

  

  

From August 12-18th, our team traveled to Pacucha, Andahuaylas, Apurimac, to hold a 
Quechua Youth Conference bringing together 65 young people from Rosaspata, Argama Baja, 
Piscobamba, Belenpata, Santa Rosa Lamay, Huampica, Anccopaccha, Lagunapata, 
Andahuaylas, and Pultoccsa.  
 
The conference included workshops, Bible reflections, activities, and competitions designed to 
help participants grow in their faith while strengthening unity and fellowship.  
 



 

The sessions covered several important topics, including "Understanding Science in the Light of 
God's Word: How did God create everything?", presented by Pablo Saccsara; "Honoring God by 
caring for my body", led by Sasha and Rodrigo; and "Understanding my emotions in light of the 
Bible," presented by Evelin and Alcira.  
 
It was a meaningful time of learning, fellowship, and spiritual growth. We pray that each young 
person will continue to strengthen their faith, care for the life God has given them, and live boldly 
for Christ.  

 
 

 

 

 



 
We had the visit of Margaret Arant and her team from the US, who came to teach at a Quechua Women's 

Conference held at Maranatha Church in Cusco. 

Pablo Saccsara had the privilege of traveling with the team and serving as a translator, helping bridge the 
language gap so that the women could fully engage with the teaching. Rosa Saccsara also participated as a 

coordinator, assisting with logistics and supporting the conference in many ways. 

The conference was a great blessing for the Quechua women who attended from across the region. Through 
biblical teaching from the Book of Esther and sessions focused on emotional healing, the women were 

encouraged in their faith, reminded of their value in God's eyes, and equipped to face life's challenges with 
renewed hope and confidence in Christ. 

We are grateful for this opportunity to partner together in strengthening and encouraging Quechua women 
through God's Word. 

 



 

At the same time as the Women's Conference, Samuel Saccsara traveled to San Jerónimo, Cusco, to lead a 
Train and Multiply workshop. The training focused on the Book of Jude, equipping participants to study God's 
Word, grow in their faith, and share biblical truth with others. It was an encouraging time of discipleship and 

leadership development as believers were challenged to multiply their ministry and invest in the spiritual 
growth of others. 
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Gang Attacks Church, Kills Dozens in 
Haiti 

August 28, 2026 | Haiti 

 
August 28, 2026 

HA ITIICC NEWSNEWS & REPOR TSNEWSROOM & R EP OR TS  

From Aug. 23 to 24, more than 50 people were kidnapped, and 47 people were killed in an attack in 
Haiti’s Kenscoff commune.  
Starting at 10:30 p.m. and lasting through the next morning, the Viv Ansam gang terrorized the 
community, kidnapping people and setting animals and homes ablaze. Their primary target was the 
Evangelical church Ark of the New Testament. 
Dozens of families who were displaced by ongoing violence within Port-au-Prince, the capital city, were 
hiding in the church’s prayer center. According to a statement from the secretary general, at least 22 
people were executed within the church’s walls.  
“The Haitian government expresses its deep condolences to the grieving families and to all victims of the 
heinous criminal attack committed in Kenscoff,” Haitian authorities said in a statement. “But let us not be 
mistaken: this mourning is also a challenge. And in response to this challenge, the government responds 
with the force of the law and the legitimate exercise of public power.”  
According to the U.N., Viv Ansam and several rival gangs are fighting for control within the capital city 
and have displaced more than 18,000 residents thus far. They are now forcing their influence into 
surrounding regions — Viv Ansam has been assaulting nearby agricultural communities since 2025.  
“This recent event is yet another example of how gangs rely on large-scale killings of civilians to subdue 
the local population and establish their authority,” María Fernanda Aroch of Armed Conflict Location and 
Event Data (ACLED) said.  
Amnesty International responded to the tragedy, calling on the government to put an end to the violence 
and increase its protection for its citizens.  
“Sadly, we are once again witnessing another massacre in Haiti,” said Astrid Valencia, deputy regional 
director for Research for the Americas. “We urge the Haitian authorities and the international community 
to redouble their efforts to protect people from the escalating violence by armed gangs.”  
As the country mourns, local Christians are standing strong in the face of increasing violence, offering 
hope to the hopeless. Archbishop Thomas Wenski of Miami talked with OSV News, sharing a conversation 
he had with Archbishop Max Leroy Mésidor of Port-au-Prince, president of the Haitian Bishops’ 
Conference. Mésidor declared, “The Church has to continue its mission in good times and bad.”  
 
 
 

https://persecution.org/regions/the-west/haiti/
https://persecution.org/category/news-reports/icc-news/
https://persecution.org/category/news/
https://persecution.org/category/news-reports/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statements/2026-08-25/statement-attributable-the-spokesperson-for-the-secretary-general-haiti
https://www.facebook.com/PrimatureHaiti/posts/pfbid02xPaqcqxSTKNnF62HGQ96kDewqgwQpFp5eEpdNKrk5H6yB8oAWGq1jz4BPk73TkcCl?rdid=5N68loum81FNNOW4
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/08/1168203
https://acleddata.com/expert-comment/haitis-kenscoff-remains-target-deadly-attacks-why-does-continue-happen
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/08/haiti-urgen-justicia-y-proteccion-tras-ataque-mortal-de-bandas-armadas-en-kenscoff/
https://www.osvnews.com/archbishop-urges-us-to-rethink-haiti-deportations-after-mass-kidnapping-massacre/


 
Decatur Bible Chapel held its 27th Annual Missions Conference on Saturday, 9/12/2026, 
and Sunday 9/13,2026. We heard challenging messages from Brother Cory L. Jordan, 
pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church of Cartersville, GA. We were reminded that as 
believers, we must GO and TELL the gospel to all who will hear. It's not an option for 
followers of Christ, but rather a command we should carry out because of what He did for 
us on the Cross.  
 
In attendance were other full-time workers, his brother Dr C. L. Jordan and wife Peggy 
Jordan, his mother Carolyn Jordan, his wife Vicky Jordan, and Ray and Lynn Vaughan, 
Lewis Eikner of Community Bible Chapel, and Carey Childrey of Paraclete Ministries.  
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