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1 Peter 4:10 
“‘As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.’” 
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Vinus Alscott, Claude Ashby, Rosalee Burnett, Hilma Corrie,         

Kurt Lee, Sam Sixto, and Hugh Wilkinson 



Sam Killins – Colombia & Venezuela 
 
My friendship with the non-Christian owner of a chain of barber shops has led to a Bible study 
with about 20 of his employees every Friday morning. Alejandra and I wish our hair grew faster 
just so we could frequent our friend's businesses more often, but at least I (Sam) meet with the 
barbers to play soccer every Tuesday, and so my interaction with the guys isn't exclusively as 
their teacher, but also as their friend. 

 
 
On Saturday evenings we share the gospel in an air-conditioned hotel conference room with 
another 20 Venezuelan immigrant street vendors and musicians, and before the preaching we 
praise our God together, which is just awesome, since they all have such amazing musical talent. 
We also collect an offering and give it to anyone of the families or individuals from the group who 
have the most need. 

 
 
On Sunday mornings there are about 20 more immigrants that we meet with as a church in an 
open-air restaurant where we devote ourselves to the apostles teaching, fellowship, the breaking 
of bread, and to prayer. This group held together despite all odds during the pandemic, as a 
faithful Venezuelan Christian family did an excellent job of pastoring the assembly in Alejandra's 
and my absence. 

 
Every time I interact with immigrants and hear their stories of traveling thousands of miles in 
search of better opportunities, I’m honestly humbled. The determination it takes to leave their 
countries and face the overwhelming challenge of surviving with little more than their ability to 
improvise, is just remarkable. It’s amazing that the only thing it takes to spur millions of people to 
walk thousands of miles, face countless dangers, and constantly feel weak and vulnerable in a 
land not their own, is the hope of a better life. 



 
I find it sad that sometimes people criticize migrants for “invading their country,” and look down 
on them with disdain – all while complaining that the restaurants they eat at don’t have enough 
workers to serve their food a little faster… 
 
…I remember writing about the immigrant phenomenon in the States a while back, and one 
Christian friend agreed with me on the economic benefits of having illegal Latin Americans 
working in the US, but questioned how I could endorse it, if going against the law is clearly un-
Christian... In his opinion, our interests should not lie in the potential economic benefits of 
welcoming illegal immigrants, but in our willingness to submit to the God given authorities of our 
land, for better or for worse. His logic was consistent, but I was still unconvinced. “Who cares 
about the government – my only job is to welcome them like I would want to be welcomed 
myself,” I thought. 

   
And that’s where I find myself now. How do I want to be welcomed into a country that I cross into 
illegally? …Without extortion or threats of imprisonment, baisically… Am I suggesting that I want 
to cross into a country illegally? Yes. I am, and I’m pretty scared about it. I’ve done stuff like that 
before, yet it’s one thing for me to do it on my own, and it’s certainly another for me to do so with 
my beautiful wife Alejandra. 
 
God gave me the command to make disciples of all nations, and when I’m reluctant to do so 
because the country that I’m trying to get into doesn’t accept American or Colombian citizens – 
does my reluctance to go in anyway stem from my neglect towards God’s command of making 
disciples of all nations, or from my respect for the leaders of the foreign government that are 
standing in my way? …Honestly, I don’t respect the present dictator of Venezuela, and so I feel 
like it would be a cop-out to say I’m not going into this country just because Nicolas Maduro says 
I can’t get my passport stamped…  
 
It’s like, “really?” there are millions of people who cross borders illegally all the time because they 
need to make more money, but comparatively, there are so few Christians who cross borders 
illegally to share the gospel, even though the gospel is more important than money…  
 

 



…In fact, this crazy scenario isn’t even a realistic conundrum for most people… Many Christians 
are still too conflicted over the issue that supposedly there are too many immigrants in their own 
country (and that they’re illegal for goodness’ sake!) – that they would never even dream of going 
into another country illegally themselves, even if it were to share the gospel… No, half the time, 
and to our own shame, we’re too freaked out to just share the gospel in our own country (even 
though it’s completely legal), to even start thinking about sharing it somewhere else…  
 
…I know of a Venezuelan migrant who has a lot more courage than I do, and I invited him to join 
me once on a road trip in Colombia. There was another Venezuelan friend that was with us as 
well, and he had his papers in order, but my fearless friend did not. 

 
 
Anyway, we were in the middle of a lockdown during the pandemic, and we were driving along 
the highway, and all of a sudden, we got stopped by some policemen at a roadblock. There were 
certain restrictions at the time for traveling between cities, but I was legally considered an 
exception because I’m involved in religious/humanitarian work. My properly documented 
Venezuelan friend was listed on the permit I obtained to drive my car that day, but my improperly 
documented friend was not. My license and insurance and emissions papers were all in order, 
but since one of the passengers in my car was an improperly documented Venezuelan, the 
policeman decided to impound my vehicle. 

 
The whole situation was quite grim because it was raining, and I was going to have to pay a 
bunch of money, and my friends and I were all going to be stranded in the middle of nowhere for 
a while... I wasn’t going to be able to get my car back from the tow yard for another 2 days (and 
in 5 days I was getting married!), and I just felt really frustrated about the whole situation, and 
towards the policeman specifically, for not cutting me some slack.  
 
Well, as my car was being chained up and lifted onto the tow truck, my improperly documented 
Venezuelan friend told the harsh policeman about Jesus and asked him if he wanted to pray to 
ask God to forgive him of his sins. The policeman complied, and I was stunned! 10 minutes 
beforehand I was tempted to try and bribe the policeman, but luckily, I didn’t. Next thing I knew, 
my illegal migrant friend of all people, was the one leading the stern policeman to Christ. 
Hallelujah! 



 
 
That guy is insane. I first met him at a refugee camp where he was sharing the gospel, and then I 
started joining him for a Bible study in a random restaurant that he walked into once, and 
eventually started living in. When we were wandering around in the streets, he would suddenly 
start preaching in the open air, and every once in a while, he would hide away in the mountains 
to fast and pray. 

 
 
His name is Victor, and for a while we put on a weekly open-air church meeting together. At times 
he would stand up to preach and have everyone laughing their heads off, and then, shortly 
thereafter, they would be thinking seriously about their sin and repenting of it… He would share 
the gospel to prostitutes and drug addicts and emerald dealers alike, and convince whole groups 
of people to join him for a spontaneous sermon right on the spot. 

 
 
Last I heard from him he travelled to the North of Colombia and crossed into Panama illegally, 
followed by Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Honduras. Next, he made it into Guatemala and started 
living on an old woman’s farm (much like Elijah), and decided to start a church there, along with a 
few teenagers he met on the street. Before you know it, he’ll probably be sneaking into Mexico 
and the US, just wandering around wherever the Spirit leads him, and telling others about Jesus 
however he can. 
 
You can’t bridle that guy, or trip him up with legalities. You want to take him to jail? He’ll probably 
see it as the Lord’s provision, and start a church with his cell mates and the guards (Acts 16:25-
34). 
 



You want to take him before a judge because he’s improperly documented? …I think he cares 
more about The Ultimate Judge who can destroy both body and soul in hell (Matt. 10:28). You 
want to deport him? He’ll probably just wipe the dust off his feet and thank you for the free ride 
home (Matt. 10:14). ...He’s the kind of guy that is poor, yet makes many rich. The kind that has 
nothing, and yet possesses everything (2 Cor. 6:18). 

 
 
What I mean is that there are certain situations that we as Christians can get ourselves into that 
can be fairly complicated. How we remain faithful to God in the midst of them though, can make a 
big impact. Think of Daniel and his friends for instance. The Jews could have criticized them for 
reading Babylonian literature and serving in the enemy’s palace. At the same time, the 
Babylonians could have criticized them for not eating the royal food or bowing down to their 
gods… Either way, they could have succumbed to the external pressures of either 
group's persuasion, but they didn't. They were confident in who they were. They knew that their 
identity rested in the One they worshipped, and they had faith that God would show them how to 
maneuver around any obstacle that was thrown their way. Even if they were to die, they said, 
they would not serve false gods or worship the image of gold that Nebuchadnezzar had set up 
(Dan. 3:18).  
 
…What I want to say is this: There is nothing safe about following Jesus – just like there is 
nothing safe about leaving your home country... Regardless, there are thousands of migrants 
leaving their home countries every day because they believe there is something better to be 
gained somewhere else… The question I have is  –  do we as Christians believe there is 
something better to be gained also, by simply following Christ? 
 
---------------------- 
 
There have been some indications recently that the border between Colombia and Venezuela is 
starting to open. Next Monday Lord willing (October 11), Alejandra and I will be crossing into 
Venezuela and traveling to a nearby town called Santa Ana. Please pray that in doing so we 
would be faithful to God, and tactful as we interact with Venezuelan guards. We should be back 
in Colombia by Thursday evening (October 14). 
 
Thanks, 
Sam and Alejandra 

Missionary Profile: https://www.cmml.us/m/702  
----------- 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/sam.killins/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/munozmg_ale/ 
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David & Kathy North – South Carolina 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We just got back yesterday from our trip to Florida…   
 
First stop – Orlando, to take part in a GACX Forum (Global Alliance for Church Multiplication) 
 

 
 
There’s something very powerful about being together with a group of like-minded people who 
are all there for one, clear, united purpose – to collaborate together to see at least one church 
planted for every 1000 people every place in the world!  There’s not a timetable put on this 
vision, but all of us there left with a renewed commitment to work together as agencies and 
ministries to see the vision accomplished. 
 
David and I were challenged and inspired as we listened to speakers emphasize different aspects 
of what is needed to get the job done – intentionality, focus, multiplication, and collaboration 
among other things   Success stories were shared and we were given many opportunities for 
times of talking together about HOW we can practically come alongside and help each other in 
seeing this vision accomplished.   
 
There’s something powerful about committing yourself and your life to live for a purpose that 
fits right in with God’s purpose in this world and that’s way bigger than just us and our personal 
comfort and happiness!  I was very moved looking around me and seeing people who looked so 
ordinary and common, but then to hear their stories about God has worked in their lives to show 
HIS power and might through them (including tragedy and personal loss) to see churches 
established in difficult places in the world.  After hearing the story of a 70 year old lady attending 
the forum, the phrase that entered my mind was from Hebrews 11:38 – “Of whom the world 
was not worthy”…  



 
Some of my personal TAKE-AWAYS: 
- I need to lay down my EGO, my LOGO, and humbly join with others to see GOD’s work go 
forward. It’s not about ME! 
- One team, one dream, one guidebook – the Word of God! 
- The remaining job is way too big for just one organization or one ministry – we HAVE to work 
together. 
- So many meetings with people that our workers can collaborate with around the world to help 
finish the task.   Now to make those connections. 
 
 
Second Stop – St. Petersburg to have lunch with a friend I went to high school with in the 
Philippines many years ago. We got to meet her husband for the first time too. 

 
 
Third Stop – Bradenton to spend the night with my cousin and her husband who I hadn’t seen in 
many years. 

 
 
Last Stop – Sarasota to see life-long friends from my childhood in Papua, Indonesia.   

 
 



What a wonderful week it was!  So thankful…. 
 
For Prayer: 

- Church Planting Strategy team meeting October 7 as we plan out TEAM’s Coaching 
ministry plan. 

- Online Roundtable meeting with TEAM Church Planters around the world to share ideas 
and methods of evangelism October 12 & 13 

- David Preaching in 2 churches in Colorado in October 
 
Together for HIM, 
 
Kathy (for the Norths) 
 

 
Carey Childrey – USA & India 

 

 

"Iron sharpens iron; so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend." (Proverbs 27:17) 
Dear Friends: 
Please PRAY that: 

• The LORD would use me as I participate in the "Missio Nexus Mission Leaders INNOVATE 
2021 Conference" being held Wednesday - Friday, September 22-24;  It features: 

o Five Plenary Sessions 

o Twelve Workshop Tracks 

o Over 70 Breakout Seminars 

o Networking with Leaders 

o Engaging in the Global Missions Community 

Ask that I choose wisely as to all of these ZOOM opportunities.  Thank you! 
     God bless! 
Yours in Christ,                                              



Paul Howland - France 

  
 



Runa Simi – Peru 
 
Dear Friends, 
We thank the Lord for all of your prayers and support.  
Below is some recent news and prayer requests we want to share with you.  

 

  

            

               
 

  

  

 

 
 

During the last few months Nemesio and his evangelistic team have traveled to many 
towns and villages to share with children. In July and august they traveled to Ramal 
Azpusana, Aucayacu, communities of Monzon, and the jungle area of Pucayacu. In 
September they were also able to travel to Huancavelica to teach a Sunday school 
teacher workshop in the Andean area of Putacca. 
Pray for Nemesio, Evelin and Pablo as they will be taking a team of youth up to work with 
the children of different Andean villages in Huancavelica this week.   

 

 

 
  
During these last few months the covid situation in Peru has improved. Bertha Ccoicca 
has been able to continue working, teaching literacy workshops in different communities. 
In Runa Simi's literacy program, not only do Quechuas learn to read, but they are also 
learning God's Word. When God's Word speaks their language amazing things happen! 
Through the Literacy training and teaching, many women and children have accepted 
Jesus into their lives for the first time. Many new readers have received a Quechua Bible 



and also audio Bibles. Through this ministry, the Quechua Church is growing.   

 
Picture on the left: Julia Ccorisuncco and Sonia Alarcon, with Bertha and Paulina. They are 
literacy promoters who visit every church encouraging the women to read with our Bible 
based literacy program.  
 

Picture on the right: Eusebia Salazar and Visitation Palomino are women in our Literacy 
program who did not know how to read. They really wanted to be able to read their Bible 
in Quechua. In their testimony they tell how they fasted and prayed because they wanted 
to learn. The Lord helped them learn to read the Bible in their Quechua language.   

 

 
Evelin and our young volunteers from the Quechua church continue taking food items to 
our local families in need. Many children and youth from these families have been reached 
through this sharing ministry and are now taking part in the children's and youth activities 
of our local Quechua church. Thanks to all who have contributed in different ways.   

 
 



Echoes of Mercy – Kenya (Moses Odiambo) 
 
In November 2nd 2020, Ground was broken at Echoes of Mercy Mission to building a Children’s 
Home in honor of Roma Dova and Rev Thomas Whray, through Touch The World Ministries. My 
heart is full with praises and thankful to Our God for His faithfulness and for His provision. This is 
a result of 10 years of prayers. We will REMEMBER His faithfulness. Seeing the roofing work 
going up warms my heart. Can’t wait to see our children’s lives being impacted in this Home. A 
place of excellence it will be for God’s glory. 
 
Here are pictures of the progress of the home for children to house 200. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Faith Promise Offering – 2022 
 

    
 
We just started our pledge campaign for 2022 and we are currently at $5,400. Let’s pray 
and ask God to help us reach the goal of $50,000. God is able and we have faith in HIM to 
provide. Let’s continue to give as the Lord provides for our 2021 pledges. We are a little 
behind month over month. So, let’s ask God to make a way when we can see a way 
forward. He is an on-time GOD. Yes, HE is.  
 
Tuesday Night Missions Meeting – 10-19-2021 
Speaker – Elder Robert Brown from Slidell Bible Chapel, Louisiana 
On ZOOOOOOOOOM 
Join Zoom Meeting – Click on the link below: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85624753923?pwd=L2FLazNvWTZKSlB0blp0TmtmSklQQT09  
 
By Access by phone: Dial by your location 
         +1 301 715 8592 US (Eastern Time Zone)  
  +1 312 626 6799 US (Central Time Zone) 
 Meeting ID: 856 2475 3923 Passcode: 999564 

50,000 
 
 
 
 
40,000 
 
 
 
 
30,000 
 
 
 
 
20,000 
 
 
 
10,000 
5,000 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85624753923?pwd=L2FLazNvWTZKSlB0blp0TmtmSklQQT09


Jim and Marlene Koslowsky 
250 Windsor Dr., Fayetteville, GA.  30215 

Home  770-461-5155 
jim.koslowsky@cru.org  *  marlenekoslow@gmail.com 
Jim’s Cell 404-783-0978  *  Marlene’s Cell 770-906-7825 

 

An October 2021 update from    
  Jim and Marlene Koslowsky 

 

Prayer 
 

Please pray for our Boxes of Love evangelism/
follow up training this Saturday, October  16th. 

 
Please pray for the sorting, shredding, giving 

away and packing that comes with vacating an 
office.  

 

Updates 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jim  

Thank you for praying, 

Kem with Lloyd 
Me with William 

Plarn Mat Outreach 
  
On October 2nd, eight members from the 
two mat-making churches joined with 
three members from Union Grove Baptist 
Church to give out 40 mats to individuals 
living on the street in downtown Atlanta. 
We also gave out water, bibles, and  
hygiene kits. Pictured are a couple of the 
folks we met. 

Partner Summit 
 
I had asked for prayer for our Partner Summit in late September. A number of 
church partners had things come up so our attendance was down. It was still a 
good time of interaction. One big plus was the attendance of a couple who are 
considering joining Cru Inner City Staff! Also exciting was the attendance of a 
new church that is interested in partnering with us. Please pray for this couple, 
the new church, and an additional church which is also interested in partnering. 

Ponderings from the Pandemic 
 
I think the time in the pandemic has brought many lessons with it. A couple I have learned:  
 
“We’ve always done it this way,” may need to get scrapped as there is more than one way to accom-
plish a goal. We also learned we can work remotely and still get the job done. 
 
The lease on our office space is up in a couple of months, and we realized that as we were working re-
motely we were not utilizing the space to justify the cost. So we have decided to not renew the lease 
which means figuring out what we need to keep and what we can give away. We are getting a storage 
unit to store the things we are keeping. We have been able to bless some of our church partners with 
the equipment we are not going to keep such as the fridge, chairs, etc. We are  excited that we can be 
better stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us with this change. 
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