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1 Peter 4:10 
“‘As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.’” 
 

 
 

DBC Missions Committee: 
Vinus Alscott, Claude Ashby, Rosalee Burnett, Hilma Corrie,         

Kurt Lee, Sam Sixto, and Hugh Wilkinson 



THANK YOU, BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
 
Dear Saints at DBC, 
 
Greetings in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. I am pleased to report to you that the DBC 
Missions Committee, along with some generous contributions of the saints at Decatur 
Bible Chapel, we were able to send a second relief fund gift to the assemblies in St. 
Vincent to help them rebuild. We sent $7020 USD and it was received by Brother Hadyn 
Marshall. All the funds will go to helping those churches relocate, rebuild and recover. 
Thanks to all who gave and let us continue to pray for them as God directs their path.  

 
The Lord promises He will never leave or forsake the saints. Thanks once again and God 
bless you all. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
DBC Missions Committee 
Vinus Alscott, Claude Ashby, Rosalee Burnett, Hilma Corrie, Kurt Lee, Sam Sixto, Hugh 
Wilkinson, Elders Errol Brown and Basil Smith 

 
 

Carey Childrey – Hosur, India 
 
     The LORD to give me wisdom as I seek to put together special PARACLETE projects in the near 
future to help out our ACA India partner ministry;  Please see the latest "on the ground" report 
below from one of our leaders there:                                    

   
Pandemic Ravages India 

          “A new strain of virus and several large Hindu festival gatherings have led to the greatest 



surge in Covid cases and death the world has seen so far. . . .  
          “Because we are in the midst of the second wave of the Covid pandemic, there is a strict 
lock-down in place, till May 24th. The official estimate of daily infections are above 400,000 and 
death is above 4000. But the ground report suggests much more infections and death. . . .   
          “Our campus was free of Covid for the last year. We were able to have regular classes for 
the seminary. The grade school had only online classes because of government order. Last 
month, a couple from Rajasthan visited a family on campus and they brought the infection 
inside. Twelve people were affected, but they are now free of Covid. We quarantined them in a 
building and provided food for two weeks. A few hospital staff members who had Covid also 
came out of their quarantine. Now, once again we are free of infection inside the campus. 
          “Deaths are being reported from nearby villages. We hope that the two weeks strict lock-
down will flatten the curve. . . . 
          “Unlike the first wave, the second wave is affecting many more people and the economic 
impact will be enormous. . . . We have food on campus and our cafeteria is functioning normally.  
          “This year also, the school may be functioning online. Last year we had a shortage . . . 
because some parents were not able to pay the fees. Our 23 buses remained idle for the entire 
year. This year also, the situation may be the same. Please pray that the pandemic will come to 
an end and the children will be able to resume regular classes by July. . . . 
          “We will be involved in Covid relief efforts, in getting tests and vaccinations, which are not 
free to us. We will also be helping poor families with medical bills and are working with a donor 
to get 10 oxygenators imported from Hong Kong for Agape Hospital. Please pray that it will get 
through customs without any difficulty.”  (Dr. Joykutty George, Chancellor) 
*******************************************************************************
* 
     Thank you for all of your prayers and support which enable me to continue to "come 
alongside and help" this ministry at this time. 
   God bless!        
Yours in Christ,                                              

 

 
MISSIONS IN KENYA  

 
A number of our Faith Promise Offering brothers and their families in Kenya have been 
struck with COVID 19. Brother Peter Rumbe spent 5 days in the hospital and is home now 
recovering. Brother Moses Omondi entire family in Nairobi has been struck with COVID 
except himself. Please pray for his wife and 4 children and the others who he has taken 
into his home. COVID 19 may be going downward trend here in the USA, but in many 
countries, some have not even started to get vaccines and have a plan in place to respond 
in a favorable way.  
 
Let us not forget those around the world, who are not as fortunate as we are, to have the 



vaccines and necessary health treatments available to get healthy again from this 
pandemic. Let’s pray that God will move on the hearts of all leaders around the world to 
help fight this pandemic together for the benefit of all. 
 
 

David & Kathy North – USA 

 
  
Dear Friends, 
  
In years gone by, in response to our news updates we were often told, “Tell us how your kids are 
doing too!” So we decided to focus more on that this time… 
  
We’ll start with our oldest, Lisa, and go in order from there!  Lisa and Jason live and work in 
Atlanta – Lisa is a kindergarten teacher in a Christian school and Jason works for a company that 
does inventory for other companies.  Both keep very busy, but every once in a while they come 
our way to spend the weekend!    
  

 
  
At the end of the school year Jason contacted us and said to get online at such and such a time 
because something good is going to happen to Lisa! Sure enough, at the school graduation Lisa 
was given the “Teacher of the Year Award” ($1,000) and was lovingly referred to as the “child 



whisperer”.  In our humble opinion (cough, cough) whoever made the decision of who would get 
the award nailed it! 
  
Jason and Lisa gave us a firepit last Christmas that has been a favorite place when family was 
around on cooler evenings…. 
  

 
  
  
Ian and Ruthie (and Jack 6 and Andy 4) live and work right in their neighborhood in Atlanta.  
They started and run a multi-faceted ministry to Immigrant kids called “Presencia” that includes 
an after-school program, mentoring, and being present in the lives of the young people they 
work with.   
  
We love it when they can get away to come visit us and share their newest hobbies with us – the 
latest is skateboards and puzzles! David joins in the skateboarding, but I’ll stick to puzzles… 
  

 
  
Jack and Andy are a real joy to us – we get to take care of them this next week so Ian and Ruthie 
can celebrate their anniversary…  
  



 
  
  
Gina and Josh (with Eva 8 and Lyla 6) have settled in “down-unda” in Australia and are getting 
used to life there!  Josh is working with Evangelism Shift along with David’s brother John.  Gina is 
continuing her online work part-time and also doing house-cleaning one day a week while the 
girls are in school. 
  
  

 
  
Every time we chat with them Eva and Lyla tell us how much they LOVE school!  Their school is 
walking distance from their apartment… 
  
Here they are as cute as buttons in their school uniforms! 
  

 
  
  



Eric and Sarah are happily settled in Fort Collins, Colorado in their own home now. Eric just got a 
new job as a sales rep for several lines of sporting goods and Sarah is continuing her work as a 
writer for the CDC.  We were able to meet for a quick meet-up in Atlanta a few months ago…. 
We’re planning to visit them and see their life in Colorado in early August. 
  

 
  
AND….(drumroll) a few weeks ago they told us that they are expecting a baby by the end of 
December!!!  So our 5th grandchild is on the way! 
  
We thought this was a pretty creative way that they made the announcement on Facebook… 
  

 
  
We love our family and pray daily that each one of us will walk closely with God all the days of 
our lives! 
  
David and I are doing well and have good things going on with our work with TEAM and also 
exciting things with relationships we are developing here in Boiling Springs, SC.  We’ll tell you 
about that in our next update. 
  
Thank you for your friendship and partnership with us! 
  
Together for HIM, 
  
Kathy (for the Norths) 



Cheron H – Overseas 
 

My Dear Family, Friends, & Supporters, 
 
1 Cor 13: 8 Love never fails. (NKJV) In the words of Travis Greene, “Love will always win.”   
  
        Nineteen years ago, I was called to Haiti.  I was in the Hope Haven orphanage holding two 
dying babies, streams of tears co-mingling with streams of sweat running down my face and 
body.  I was struggling to reconcile how God could be good and loving and allowing babies to die 
of starvation.  The Lord answered my questions with a call to demonstrate His love to the 
children of the orphanage by being a mother to them, moving into their world and loving them.   
(Praise God both babies lived, and one is still in the orphanage with a tender heart). 
 
        It seems so simple and like a good fairytale story: -a loving missionary goes and falls in love 
with Haitian orphans, loves them and all of their brokenness is swallowed up and they live 
happily ever after.  But love is a weapon and a shield and it's also the greatest power of the Holy 
Spirit. The battlefields are human hearts.  The enemy of every human heart is relentless in his 
attacks to keep each person from the love of God and the love of God’s people. So, I found out 
that orphanage missions were not at all simple or fairytale-like.  Going to love orphan children 
was like stepping into the front lines of a dangerous and bloody battlefield.   
 

 
 

What you never see in the news about Haiti, smiling faces and beautiful people. A few of the children at 
the orphanage in Haiti 

 
Yet last week, here I was, nineteen years later, feeling deja vu- experiencing everything all over 
again.  Same orphanage, two young women this time, the same rivers of tears and sweat.  The 
difference this time was the nature of the pain.  Not starvation but sexual abuse at the hands of 
a church leader and orphanage staff worker.  The same struggle was present, how to reconcile 
God's nature and human suffering.  Where was God's goodness, love and protection for the 
fatherless?  This is the stuff that atheists cling too to deny God’s existence.  
  



            As I did in the beginning I cried out to God with my questions and pain and through the 
tears. And just as He did in the beginning He spoke, this time not in a calling to a mission field but 
rather in the midst of the utter brokenness and devastation and darkness of evil.  In the darkness 
that true light of the love of Jesus broke through in radiant light that overtook the darkness.  The 
deepest challenge I’ve had in nineteen years of working in the orphanage was to persuade the 
children that they were loved by me and by the God who sent me.  For so many the walls and 
strongholds of abandonment and rejection were so high and deep that often I felt like my 
attempts to love and tear down the statue of hurt and hate and pain was like singlehandedly 
trying to break down the statue of liberty with a hammer.  
   

 
 

Light in darkness is not just a metaphor in Haiti- it’s the reality of life.   There was an intense fuel 
shortage the entirety of my trip and we did devotions where the children learned how to have a 
daily personal quiet time.  They journaled their praises and prayer requests and insights and 
application from their Bible reading of Revelations chapter 4 by the light of kerosene lamps. 
 
         Days of crying and grieving with those hurt and abuse followed, spending most of time with 
the one girl, who was the most traumatized, I’ll call her Katia.  Katia was a young woman who 
never seemed to fit, often bullied by the other children and never really able to appropriate love 
for herself said, “I realized through this experience, I am loved.”   I wish it didn’t have to take 
utter and total devastation to get to this place, but for her it was being met in the deepest 
darkest place of life and finding that while the enemy was busy sending waves of depression, and 
suicide to crash over her, the Lord raised up a standard against those waves and she was secure 
in love.  As I saw the reality of what it means to be loved, by someone in the flesh and then 
because of that to believe that a God she could not see loved her as well, transform her before 
my eyes from despairing to joyful and at peace, I realized that, “flesh and blood did not reveal 
this to her, but my Father who is in heaven.”  I saw the spiritual warfare for her soul literally 
having a physical effect on her body as she broke agreement with the lie that she had held onto 
her whole life, “I have no mother and no father.”  Truth was setting her free, God had provided 
her with a mother, albeit a missionary one living a nation away and a Haitian orphanage worker 
as father. 
 



            Day by day as she received the love of God into the core of her being healing and joy 
flooded in, and she was singing songs of praise.  Love had made a way for one soul.  There were 
times over the years where it seemed like the enemy had the upper hand and was going to win 
but LOVE NEVER FAILS, even if it does delay sometimes!!! Where are you? Do you have any 
broken or hardened loved ones or those who have lost their way? Keep loving, never stop, never 
give up even when it seems hopeless.  We (myself and the AFI family) are standing with you in 
prayer even as we covet your continued prayer that each and every single orphan not only in 
Hope Haven but also all over the world would know and believe and receive in their hearts the 
unfailing love of Jesus.    
 
        We (Xavier-missionary intern & I) went on a rescue mission to the orphanage in Haiti.  The 
hearts and lives of the children and young adults of the orphanage had been pummeled by the 
death of the founder, transitional leadership, national instability, the separation due to Covid 
pandemic on top of spiritual decay and decline to a level of almost hopeless destruction.   But 
during the devotions of the first night, we shared of the love of Jesus the Good Shepherd – the 
one who leaves the 99 to go after the one lost sheep.  I asked the children who they related to in 
the parable and an almost unanimous admission was shamefully put forth- they all were the lost 
sheep.  I told them we had come bearing GOOD NEWS --Jesus was looking for them and would 
bring them back on his shoulder, rejoicing (not scolding and angry at the sheep but rejoicing that 
they have been found.)   
 

 
 
Truly the Good shepherd was at work during our trip in so many ways.  Our first Thursday night 
there I gave a message about the gifts of the Holy Spirit.   On Sunday we went to church and the 
pastor preached the same message, using the same text.  One of the young adults asked me if I 
had called the pastor to give him the message.  I said, of course not and asked them how they 
understood what happened?  One of the teenage girls said, “it was a sign from God to them that 
He was calling them back to Himself.”  Some responded to His calling and recommitted their lives 
to the Lord; other young adults rejected His call at this time and chose to leave the orphanage.  
Every day I worked with children who wanted to “return to the Lord” and start over again with 

It's worth it.  Hurricane Elsa passed over Haiti while I 
were there.  Then the Presidential Assassination, and the 
flights back were canceled, and much uncertainty and 
potential danger.  To give love to one of these children is 
worth any potential danger and discomfort. I was so 
thankful to be there!  Pictured- Juvens 



God from zero.  What a privilege not to do any work, but to observe the Good Shepherd at work 
bringing back His sheep.   
 
I praise God also for His grace in provision which enabled us to provide for basic needs for the 
children form mattresses to prescription eyeglasses to clothes and shoes. Thank you for all who 
stood with us in caring for the least of these. 
 
“A Missional Life” 1 Corinthians 11: 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. (NKJV) 
        
        Several AFI Missionaries got to participate in the People’s Community Baptist Church 
Missions Conference this month.  The goal of the conference was to have all believers look at 
core aspects of missionary life and apply them to their walk with the Lord whether they are 
called to serve God whether close or far.  The challenge was to imitate the lives of Christ-
centered missionaries just as they imitate the Lord Jesus.    
 

 
 
While in Haiti, my AFI Missionary Intern Xavier Kenley had opportunities to imitate and be 
imitated.  He was called to imitate the posture of a good soldier and be ready to leave on a 
minute’s notice but also able to stay for an indefinite period of time with the calm he was 
witnessing from me as we weathered Hurricane Elsa passing by and then the assassination of the 



Haitian president.  Although he was just being introduced to Haitian life and intense missions 
work, others were able to imitate aspects of his walk with Jesus- even despite the language 
barrier.  Xavier was able to bond with two of the boys in the orphanage, Moses and Wisnel, and 
when he would sit outside to read his Bible they came and sat next to him, long enough to 
realize what he was doing, get up and go get a Bible and settle in next to him again to read God’s 
word alongside him.  Pray for all of the children to grow up into strong followers of Jesus who 
model that life for all who see them.    
 
What’s Ahead for Me this Month: 
  
• July 23-26 Board of Directors Retreat in LA 
• Benin Trip August 16-28. We still need to raise $7000 for our trip (Xavier, myself and a 
team of Beninese missionaries) and $25,000 to start building phase 1 of our ministry center in 
the North.  We have full-time missionaries scheduled to start in Jan 2022, we have purchased a 
plot of land and need the funding to begin building our ministry center which will include space 
for long term and short-term missionary teams and a adjacent plot for education- teaching Bible 
and discipling lay leaders, teaching English and literacy and other women's empowerment and 
community development ministries.   
 
 

PRAYER LIST 
 
1. Allan Knowles – Pray for the looting and violence to cease in the 

townships of South Africa 
2. Peter Rumbe  & Moses Omondi – Prayer for COVID19 recovery to all 

family members 
3. Runa Simi – COVID relief in Peru for Runa Simi workers 
4. Amoss Mahllangah – Seminar to train Christians to reach and work 

with Muslims 
5. John Honore - Cruise Business picks up in Eastern Caribbean  
6. Floods in Western Europe ( Germany, Belgium, Netherlands ) 
7. Fires in western states and no rain relief 
8. Continued expansion at Echoes of Mercy  
9. Recovery in St. Vincent 



                                         
 
 

July, 2021 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
This has been a busy season for us despite the pandemic. Even though things are 
opening up, we are still being careful for ourselves and our partner ministries.  
 
We finished our Annual Planning for 2021-22. God did so much for us over the last 
difficult year, we are excited about the plans He has given us for the future. We have 
been praying for new partner churches who can help us expand our reach and impact 
in the metro Atlanta area. Two churches contacted us in May, one in east Atlanta and 
the other in Jonesboro. Resonate Church is relocating to an impoverished community 
on Memorial Dr. We are talking about ways we can offer them training and tools to lift 
up Christ in that neighborhood. Turning Point Church was referred to us by a partner in 
McDonough. They are interested in opening a SAY Yes Center in the Jonesboro area 
where they are serving families in a trailer park and apartment complex.  We provided 
VBS Bags for an outreach to help pave the way for SAY Yes in the fall.   
 
Because of Covid, we were not able to do an in person Fellowship Dinner this Spring. So 
we tried something new and did a virtual event. Jim and I spent hours on scripts.  He 
especially worked on the technical aspects of hosting a Zoom call for up to 50 people. 
We are not professional journalists but we are sincere and our sharing is heartfelt. God 
met our goal of $25,600 – better than we’ve ever done before! You can find this 

Ministry Report at   https://youtu.be/HlqLu0WuXnY. I hope you find it encouraging. You can 
email or call me at the address or phone below to let me know your thoughts. Your 
prayers and investments are a vital part of everything shared in this report. 
 
I trust and pray all is well with you and your family. I would appreciate your praying 
with us for fruitful new partnerships with Resonate and Turning Point Church and 
continue to pray that God would send us more staff. I’m having some issues with my 
eyes resulting from cataract surgery. Please pray the swelling will go down and my sight 
returns to normal. With your continued prayers and support, I am anticipating God 
moving this ministry forward with new partner ministries and new opportunities to 
fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Command among the poor in Atlanta.  
 

        Blessings,  
 

        Michelle 
 
 

Michelle A. Melchor ♦ 1983 Laboon Cir. ♦ College Park, GA 30349 ♦ 404.934.2646 ♦ Michelle.Melchor@cru.org  

https://youtu.be/HlqLu0WuXnY
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