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Acts 1: 8 
“‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.’” 
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DBC Missions Committee 
 
Dear Saints: 
 
The Faith Promise Offering donations for September took a hit with a significant decline 
in pledges received. We know that 2020 has been a difficult year with COVID-19 and the 
impact it has had on families and individuals. In some cases, some have lost their 
livelihood. However, if you can, I am urging you to PRAY and ask the Lord, your God, to 
help you find a way to fulfill your pledge each month through the rest of the year. He is 
more than able to do so, if we ask him.  
  
Any amount you give towards your pledge will be greatly appreciated especially by the 
missionaries we support. The donations received will continue the work of the Lord here 
in Georgia, the USA and overseas. If you can afford to give more than your committed 
pledge, please do so as the Holy Spirit leads. The Lord will bless you more than we could 
ever think or imagine.  
  
Thank you in advance for your consistent and faithful contributions and may the good 
Lord continue to rest and abide with you. 
 
Your Sincerely, 
DBC Missions Committee 
 

 
 

 
Sam Killins – Bogota, Colombia 

 
About $250 is going to Cucuta each month to help pay for the living and ministry costs of a 
Venezuelan pastor and his family (Saturnino, Virginia, and Vivian) who are doing an excellent job 
of covering for me in my absence, and who are meeting regularly with the street vendors and 
musicians that are part of our church. They do this at least once a week, and are studying the 
Scriptures together and praying, and also sharing a little bit of food with those who come.  



 
Another $250 I'm investing here in Bogota, in a ministry that just sort of started spontaneously 
with another Venezuelan evangelist that I met one day when I went to a Venezuelan refugee 
camp to share the gospel. The Venezuelan evangelist's name is Victor, and he happened to be 
open air preaching in this camp on the North end of Bogota one day when I went with a bunch of 
my Venezuelan street musician friends to sing and give out some Bibles and a bit of food, to the 
approximately 400 people that were stuck there waiting for a way to make it back to Venezuela 
(the pandemic has made work scarce and travel really complicated). 

 
Anyway, Victor and I hit it off pretty well from the start, and I kept going back to the camp where 
he eventually decided to start camping at himself, while he kept sharing the gospel and discipling 
those whom he started living among. On one occasion we both got to baptize a fellow that he 
was discipling (Geomar), and I bought them both some food and some sweatshirts right 
afterwards. 

  
 
A few days later, the government evacuated all the Venezuelans who were living in their make-
shift tents on the North end of Bogota, and Victor and Geomar called me up to tell me that they 
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had moved down to the Center, and were going to go camping up a mountain there on the 
Eastern side of Bogota. I joined them one night, and then we kept meeting up to study the Bible 
every Friday night in a restaurant run by 8 Venezuelan brothers and sisters that Victor somehow 
started sharing the gospel to and then even started living with, right there in an apartment next 
to the restaurant. We also started meeting every Sunday on the roof of my fiancee Alejandra's 
parents' house or in a park; and in both the Friday meeting and the Sunday meeting we collect 
an offering that goes to helping some of the more needy or vulnerable people in the group 
primarily.  

  
 

I think it's a good set-up, where Victor and the brothers and sisters are taking the initiative, and 
I'm contributing towards their restaurant and Victor's ministry without calling all the shots. 
Victor is a good leader, and we make a good team, and in the meetings on Sundays we're 
starting to eat food afterwards (such as arepas with carne desmechada). 

 
 

In an average month there's probably another $400 that I distribute to people as the Lord leads, 
such as friends in Cucuta that are struggling, or people from Parkway Church or people that I 
meet with on the street and I start talking to and can tell need a bit of help. 
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There are also a couple Venezuelan pastors and their families that I've helped, who were 
stranded in Bogota and I was able to give them some money to eventually make it back home.    

 
It's cool how I've been able to help some of my friends from Cucuta that are living in Bogota 
now, and at one point may have even lived in my apartment. One fellow got injured and is on 
crutches and so I pick him up along with another friend that once stole my guitar but is now 
following the Lord, and I take them to the street corner where they play their music and get 
donations. I've also recorded songs with them for our church and uploaded them on the 
internet, and so then I pay them for helping with that, and we often go out to eat or do 
devotions together.  
 

 
 
Another family that I've known since Cucuta and that stayed in my apartment once for about 3 
months are doing well here in Bogota, and have become excellent Christians. I can always count 
on them for our church activities, and they always have a really good attitude. Sometimes we get 
a bite to eat together after our open air meetings, and I'll also give them donations every now 
and then, like when Fred helps with music or Nella helps with making the arepas. 

 
 
I bought a new car recently (a Lada Niva), and so that has been a huge blessing in the ministry, as 
I'm able to transport Venezuelans that are trying to get from one city to another but can't 
because there are very few buses in operation - or more recently I was able to take a Venezuelan 
friend to a coal mine where he got a job and I was able to pay for him to stay in a hotel the night 
beforehand.   
 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Vms0IyHsBD8/XyyEKLE1a8I/AAAAAAAAaY8/ToyyhDib7YwHm36YNNl2myuJs1mubBOFwCLcBGAsYHQ/s2048/20200525_231532.jpg


 

 
Finally, I'm also contributing about $250 per month to help with costs other than mine or 

Alejandra's for a new start-up ministry I'm working on with my Ale and Juanes and Samuel. 
Between Alejandra and Samuel and Juanes and I, we've been reaching out to young athletes and 

musicians and anyone we can interact with on the streets of a town called Duitama (3 hours 
away from Bogota) ... Basically, I moved out there with Alejandra and she has her own 

apartment that we would eventually move into together, after we have our marriage ceremony. 
In the meantime, I'm living in an apartment with these Juanes and Samuel, and the idea is that 
both Samuel and Juanes would spearhead this new church planting initiative, while Alejandra 
and I just coach and assist them in any way we can, while we have our ministry divided in this 
town as well as in Bogota and Cucuta. On the weekends we are in Bogota (as I take care of my 

mom and Alejandra is with her family) and we both help out with the new church that we're co-
leading with Victor). Throughout the week we're in Duitama working with Juanes and Samuel...    
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This last Sunday a bunch of Venezuelan friends and I played chapita after our open-air church 
meeting in a park. 
 
"Chapita" is a basic, easy set-up way of playing baseball with just a stick and a bottle cap, and 
especially in Venezuela, just about every kid grows up playing this game. It's kind of fun actually, 
and miraculously enough, I was able to hit a few caps without the pitcher intercepting them, and 
thus score a few points. 
 
Playing chapita got me thinking about how churches everywhere have had to adjust to the harsh 
reality of Covid-19. Church formats which would have been considered obscure and almost 
illegitimate a few months ago, have nearly become standard practice all over the world... One of 
the things that I most appreciate about this pandemic, is that the church has finally woken up to 
the fact that we are not a building.  
 

 
 

...So while the main church I've been involved with here in Bogota has done a great job of 
adapting to doing things on-line, I was noticing that especially among many of my poorer 
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Venezuelan friends, asking them to connect to two-hour by-weekly Zoom meetings was not 
working... Most of my Venezuelan friends' cell phones aren't very state of the art, and plus, their 
internet connectivity is fairly limited...  
 

 
 
Just because of that, I'm not going to stop sharing the gospel, or giving up meeting with my 
friends in person... Basically, I believe that Jesus's command of making disciples of all nations 
takes precedence over government's requirement of social distancing (Mark 7:1-9), even though 
we all agree that this pandemic is no joke, and that we should still take as many precautionary 
measures as possible. 
 

 
 
I feel like it's kind of like chapita. Does this strange game with no stadiums or gloves or bases or 
outfielders really even have the right to be considered a sport? ...I guess I don't know, but it gets 
pretty close, and it's definitely better than playing nothing at all. 
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...Are the Sunday morning gatherings where we take part in the Lord's Supper and study the 
Scriptures and pray and have fellowship and worship together on a roof or in a park with about 
15 other Venezuelans really a church? Yes, I think we are - even though there are a lot of things 
that we can improve on, and we're still not immune to Coronavirus.  
 

 
 
...Not having a building to meet in where we could get sanctioned by the government is a lot 
cheaper as well, and it's a lot more reproducible (or contagious even), just like this pandemic...     
      
 
-Sam (and Alejandra too) 
Missionary Profile: https://www.cmml.us/node/817 
 
P.S. This Wednesday, August 26th I'll be getting civilly married to Alejandra! (stay tuned for when 
we'll have our wedding), and then we'll be heading to the border with Ecuador in my recently 
purchased SUV (see picture #1). There, we'll be picking up a Venezuelan family that Alejandra 
and I both got to know a couple years ago when we were starting a church that continues to 
function in Cucuta (Colombia's main border city with Venezuela) under the leadership of another 
great Christian family from Venezuela that I've been sponsoring ever since February (see picture 
#2). Frank and his pregnant wife Anabel, along with their 3 children have been struggling a lot 
since the beginning of the pandemic, and were stranded for over 4 months in Ecuador during 
which time they even had to live on the street for a few days (see picture #3)... In the initial part 
of this situation, Alejandra and I were able to send them some money so they could stay in a 
hotel, and eventually they received some help from a foundation that took up their case. 
Recently they were cleared to cross the border into Colombia, and their desire is to make it back 
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to Venezuela. Hopefully Alejandra and I will be able to help in this process. We both feel that 
fighting for their family at this time is a good way to start our own.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
To God be the glory, 
 
Sam  
 

Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf – Jamaica 
 

 
 

 



Caribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf 
News Update Fall 2020 

 

 
 

School Resumes September 2020 
 

School reopening date for virtual instruction is September 21, 2020. The first week of instruction 
will be used for introductions, pre-assessments, and orientation for technology utilized in the 

virtual classroom. 
Through God’s great providence, we have received generous donations and government grants 

which helped us to acquire 65 tablets for student use in virtual learning. Student access to 
technology has been a great barrier in distance education. This will increase possibilities for 

student engagement and learning. We are grateful and praising Him! 
CCCD’s learning platform is Google Classroom, which houses many apps to for teaching and 

learning, including Google Meet for video conferencing. The CADE-CTI program relies on 
Schoology for vocational courses and related areas. The simulation/orientation date for 

academic instruction is the week of September 28. Please remember our students and staff in 
your prayers as the school year begins. 

 
Campus Prayer Requests for Pre-K-12 schools 

Kingston: The campus would like to invoke God's providence at this time during this crisis. We 
are praying that the almighty will engulf us with his protective shield so that the campus will 

remain Covid free. 
Knockpatrick: Please pray for the following. 

1. Wisdom, knowledge and understanding for the management team that all our actions be 
guided by the Lord as we lead.  

2. Increase in the student population of CCCD. 
3. The students to adjust to the changes caused by COVID (social distancing, online learning, 

no physical embrace, etc.). 
4. All staff and students, especially those with health issues. 

5. God’s protection for CCCD staff and their families from COVID-19. 
6. Wadia Grey and past student Iesha Graham; their mother died. 

7. Approval of grant by Food for the Poor Inc. to build another greenhouse. 
8. Please pray for a successful school year. 

 



New Training Programs Begin at JDV 
 

Deaf Women’s Skills Training, Employment and Empowerment Project: On July 14, 2020, CCCD 
was approved for a project grant from RISE Life Management through the European Union. The 

CCCD Deaf Women’s Skills Training, Employment and Empowerment Project will be 
implemented in Granville St. James, Jamaica as a social risk management strategy. This 

employment boosting initiative will facilitate economic empowerment through skills and 
workforce ethics training. This will increase and improve the employability, employment 

prospects and productive capacity of 10 deaf women in the work environment, and reduce their 
vulnerabilities to unemployment, victimization and other associated socioeconomic ills. The 

project will run for 6 months. 
 

Launch of JDV Transitional Plan: On Friday, July 21, 2020, Missionaries Kara and Patrick 
Bloemendaal launched JDV’s newly revitalized transitional plan for Deaf adult residents. The plan 

spans a transitional timeframe of 3-5 years and focuses on preparation for transition and 
integration into wider society. The training sessions include life skills management, basic 
computer and technology skills, money management, goal planning, health, and personal 

development, among other things. 
  

Work Force Development Training for Deaf Adults: In January 2020, CCCD secured a grant from 
Digicel Foundation to implement CCCD’s Work Force Development Training for Deaf Adults. 

Between February 11 and March 7, HEART Trust NTA Business Development, Workforce 
Solutions and Employment Readiness conducted training and assessments for 81 participants. To 
date, approximately 41 individuals have received their certificates. The remaining certificates are 

being prepared by HEART TRUST NTA. 
  

Prayer Requests from JDV: Our prayer request begins with praise and thanks to God for His daily 
watch-care over and provision for the staff and management of JDV. We seek His continued 

wisdom and strength to become more optimal in productivity, unified in efforts towards goals, 
vision and mission, and successful in agriculture expansion plans. Please pray for recovery of LIFE 
Team activities, implementation of the new transitional plan, and for the revitalization of church 

membership and activities. We also ask for God’s guidance and Wisdom in the work 
environment, and reduce their vulnerabilities to unemployment, victimization and other 

associated socioeconomic ills. The project will run for 6 months. 
 

 
 



Montego Bay's CADE Students Will 
Complete Program in October 2020 

Montego Bay’s first group of CADE graduates are on track to finish! Despite Covid delays, CCCD 
CADE’s first group of students will wrap up their studies in the three-year program by the end of 

October, 2020. Upon completion, students will undergo assessments by Jamaica’s HEART 
organization. Adult learners who successfully pass their assessments will receive certifications in 

specific, completed areas of study. HEART institution, the would-be host of the certification 
ceremony, has cancelled this year's graduation due to Covid-19. CCCD will have a small 

ceremony for CADE graduates. We are proud of their hard work. 
Prayer Request MB: Please pray that God will bless enrollment in the CADE program for the new 

school year. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Paul H – Overseas 
Thank you for praying with me for more souls to be saved in France. 

  



 
 

 
 



Runa Simi – Peru  
Dear Friends, 
We thank the Lord for all of your prayers and support.  
 
Below are a few recent prayer requests: 
 
Please pray: 
- for Rosa Saccsara who is recovering from health issues. 
-for continued health and safety for all of the Runa Simi team. 
-for weekly women's Bible study and Women's conferences in October and November.... that 
women will be able to learn how to use Zoom and have good connections where they are out in 
towns and villages. 
- Please pray for Nemesio's family who are struggling.  Nemesio recently got back safely after 
visiting his family in Ayacucho. 
-We thank you who were praying for Hermelinda, Carmen's sister. She recently passed away due 
to her cancer and difficulties due to the Covid.  Please continue to pray for the family. 
 

 
 

Hilda these last few months has been correcting and translating "Train and Multiply" Bible study 
materials.  Booklets like “Defeating darkness”. Hilda has also been visiting the brothers and 
sisters of the Quechua Church in Santa Ana, teaching Bible studies to strengthen and encourage 
them during these hard times.  
Below, a picture of Julio De la Cruz and Gregoria Cárdenas, members of the Santa Ana Church, 
and pictures of the children that Hilda is teaching to read. 
Hilda has been teaching Samira Acho to read and write since she is not able to access virtual 
classes, and one other young girl who is struggling.  She is from Huayaringa, another near by 
town.   Hilda has also had a great prayer ministry where people call with problems and needs 
and she prays for them. 
 



 
We continue to deliver food every week to families in need, with the help of our local church.  
We are thankful for all who are contributing, either through prayer, funds, donating food, 
clothes, masks, etc.  Our church youth have been the hands of feet of Jesus during this time, 
walking far up the mountains in our community to reach the families most in need. We are so 
thankful for them. 

 
Teodocio is a blind man who goes to one of our "sister" Quechua churches. He lives in 
Huayaringa with his wife and children, they live in extreme poverty and are very grateful for the 
food that they have been receiving. 

 



 
Kusi continues to lead an early morning fitness group on Zoom to help some of the girls and 
women stay healthy during this Covid season. The girls who have been participating have shared 
some wonderful testimonies. Nancy shared that the exercises have helped her a lot. She has a 
tough medical history and her health had gotten worse because of her husband having Covid, 
having to take care of her 2 young kids, and her parents leaving back o their communities due to 
the pandemic. She was struggling with anxiety and depression, and knee problems. Since starting 
exercising she hasn't stopped coming regularly to the sessions.  She no longer is taking the 
anxiety and depression medicines and her knee issues have improved drastically. She says that 
the devotional we have been doing after every workout has also helped her spiritual life. 

 
 
Kusi and Pablo support the youth ministry or our local Quechua church every Saturday through 
Zoom. Some of the youth have also been volunteering with us in delivering food to needy 
families.  

 
 

Samuel Transmitting messages 
through radio. He will start the 
month again soon giving messages 
through the Huanta Radio in 
Ayacucho.  



 
Alfredo has been preaching through radios and other means of communication. He makes calls 
for follow up on the "Faith Comes by Hearing" audio Scripture program.   Hundreds of family 
group are listening to God's Word every day. 
 
elow, some pictures of those who are listing to their proclaimer (solar audio bible) through this 
pandemic.  It has been a blessing to many families they can continue listening to God's Word 
during these difficult times while working in the fields taking care of their animals. 
 

 
Nemesio and his family continue to do their ministry online from home with the puppet and 
children ministry. His family is being a light to the neighborhood. New families are coming to 
know the Lord through his weekly ministry. Nemesio is also helping with the food relief project 
sponsored by Inca Link and Runa Simi, delivering food to families who have lost their jobs and 
are still struggling.  
Nemesio recently also traveled to Ayacucho to help some of his family who are struggling there. 
Please pray for him and his family. 



 

 
 

Donna, Kusi, and the team of Runa Simi ladies are preparing for our yearly Runa Simi women's 
conferences that takes place in October and November. This year it will be different since we will 
be having it virtually through Zoom. Normally every year we have 60-80 women from our 
different ministries and different regions come and stay at the center for a conference with a 
guest speaker. Please pray that everyone in their communities are able to have access to the 
necessary technology and that we don't have any issues in transmitting our lessons. We already 
have over 60 women signed up for the women's conference. We have over 40 connecting every 
week for a Bible study in order to practice getting on Zoom. 

 
On the 30th of September, the Peruvian Bible Society, gave a great history of Bible Translation 
for the National Day of Bible Translation.  They named one of the new rooms in their museum 
after our founder Romulo Sauñe who formed part of the Ayacucho Quechua Bible translation 
team. It was a great honor for Runa Simi to be recognized for our work during the time of 
terrorism as one of the organizations who impacted the spread of the gospel during those hard 
times. Donna Sauñe was also invited to give some words during the Zoom conference. 


	Caribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf
	New Training Programs Begin at JDV

