
Week 5 – James 2:14-26 Faith without Works Is Dead 

1. Faith without Works (2:14-17) 

 When he says that faith needs to “have works” in order to be saving, 
does he mean that works need to beadded to faith, or that works 
should naturally grow from faith? 

 Look at the three times James uses the word “faith” in these four verses. 
Each time, he is talking about something that is actually less than—and 
therefore not at all—genuine, saving faith. What textual clues do you see 
that would signal James’s understanding that this is not genuine faith? 
(Hint: The first time he uses the word, he says “if someone says he has 
faith,” not “if someone has faith.” What similar clues show up in the 
second and third uses of the word?) 

 If a seed (faith) is truly alive, it will produce a plant (works). If it doesn’t 
produce a plant, however, it does not do any good to grab a plant and 
stick it into the soil above the seed. That doesn’t make the seed any 
more alive; it is still dead! In the same way, James is not saying that 
faith is dead until works are added to it. On the contrary, faith is only 
alive if it naturally produces good works—in the same way as a seed is 
only alive if it naturally produces a plant. Adding good works to faith no 
more makes faith alive than cramming a plant on top of a seed makes 
the seed alive.  Understanding that explain verse 17 in your own words. 

2. Response of a Critic (2:18-20) 

 What’s the difference between merely correct theology and genuine, living 
faith? 

3. Examples of Abraham and Rahab (2:21-26) 

 After taunting his imaginary opponent by asking if he wants to be shown 
that faith which doesn’t issue in works is useless, James uses the 
examples of Abraham and Rahab to illustrate his point. In verse 21, 
what does the phrase mean which says that Abraham’s “faith was 
completed by his works?” (Hint: a seed comes to maturity in a plant.) Is 
he saying that faith is alive but deficient until we add works to it? (Hint: Is 
a seed alive but deficient until we add a plant to it?) 

 James uses another example to teach this same point—that faith, if it is 
real, will result in a life of obedience. Is he saying that Rahab was 
judicially declared righteous on the basis of her obedience, or that she 
was publicly shown to be righteous by her obedience? 


