
Week 4 – James 2:1-13 The Sin of Partiality 

1. Preferring the Wealthy over the Poor (2:1-4) 

 Read verses 1-4. What is the particular problem that James is addressing 
among these believers? 

 Why do you think these believers would act in this way?  Why would 
they show partiality to the rich and powerful? 

 What does James want his readers to do instead of showing partiality to 
the rich and powerful? Does he want them to show partiality to the poor? 
Read 2:1 carefully! 

 Why does James think it is bad to make “distinctions among 
yourselves?”  Read Ephesians 4:1-3 and 1 Peter 3:8 before you answer. 

 How does the idea of being divided and turned against oneself help you 
understand why it is so bad to have such “distinctions” created in the 
church. 

 

2. Three Reasons Why Showing Partiality is Ungodly (2:5-13) 

 In verse 5, James gives the first of three reasons for why showing partiality 
to the rich and powerful is wrong.  It is, simply, that to do so is utterly unlike 
God! While these Christians are genuflecting before the rich and powerful, 
James say, God has chosen to give the gifts of faith and the kingdom to 
those who are poor in the world’s eyes.  In fact, God has a long history in 
the Old Testament of showing special care and concern for the poor. Find 
some examples to discuss.  

 Is James saying that being materially poor automatically results in 
salvation?  Look carefully at verse 5. To whom has God promised the 
kingdom? 

 In verses 8-9 James gives a third reason why showing partiality to the 
rich and powerful is wrong.  It is a violation of the King’s law.  The word 
“royal” is important in understanding which body of law James is 
referring to.  It is not the Old Testament law in itself, but rather the Old 
Testament law as interpreted and fulfilled by King Jesus. That’s what 
makes the law royal. It belongs to the King.  Can you think of some 
Scriptures where Jesus claims the right to interpret the Old Testament 
law—that is, to say what it actually means. 

 In verse 10-11, why is it true that breaking one commandment of the law 
makes a person accountable for the whole law? 

 


